
AUTHORITY OF ASSESSOR TO INSPECT PROPERTY 
 
Maine Revised Statutes provide explicit authority to pass onto private property in few cases. Both 
electrical inspectors and plumbing inspectors have explicit authority. All other municipal officials have 
authority extended from “Home Rule”. Home rule says that as long as the constitutional rights of the 
individual and the rights of the state are not violated, then municipalities have “liberal” authority to 
make and enforce rules “for the welfare of the municipality and their inhabitants”.  That covers all 
manner of rules, ordinance and inspections. 
 
State law requires assessors to value all real and personal property  with the implied authority to visit 
and inspect property. This authority is further confirmed by the fact that assessors are part of the 
inspection process that includes “building official(s) and other enforcement officers” who “must be givin 
free access at reasonable hours to all parts of buildings regulated by ordinance”.  Because the life safety 
code is statewide, even towns that do not have zoning, building code or building permits would still have 
all buildings regulated by ordinance and hence subject to inspection. 
 
The consistent restriction is that when denied permission to enter a property, all municipal officials are 
barred from inspection until a warrant is provided by the court. Hence, the assessors has the right to 
pass onto property (and to inspect the interior of a property with permission since the constitution 
provides specific rights with respect to entering dwellings) unless told not to by the owner or occupant.  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 


